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The New York Browning Society, Inc. Newsletter 
Founded in 1907   

 
Date Wednesday, February 26th 2025 

Time 6:00– 7:45pm 
Place Jefferson Market Library 3rd Floor  

425 Avenue of the Americas 
Jane LeCroy 

Victorian Browning  
Tea Party & Séance  

 
 

 
 

Our Annual Browning Poem surprise! Step into 
the Browning Victorian vocabulary and work a 
path through the woods of language in this 
activity based meeting that has a puzzle quality 
that you will have fun solving.  
 
Wear your Victorian best! Or not. You can 
simply bring a Victorian prop to add to the 
atmosphere. We’ll have tea and poems in a 
Victorian parlor game vibe in the Mae West 
Room.  
 
More action then lecture, this meeting will have 
us diving poems in an automatic séance of 
original Browning works and the results will be 
thrilling. A playful way to access the classics 
and wear another’s skin.  
 
Diary by E.B.B  – A Look Inside.  
 
Diary by E.B.B is a book edited and introduced 
by former President Philip Kelley & Ronald 
Hudson. It is an invaluable and fascinating 
document of her found papers from 1831 to 
1832. She asks in it “… how can I write a diary 
without throwing down upon paper my thoughts, 
all my thoughts—the thoughts of the heart as well 
as of my head?” Let us share an entry that only 
her sister Arabella would have been privileged of 
seeing, and as Ba put it, “let behind the scenes.” 
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 scenesee her most inner heart and thoughts.     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
EBB Diary Entry Hope End 1831 
 
 
 
In thinking how other artists have striven to give 
their work and lives to their loved one, Browning 
despairs of emulating Raphael and Dante, who 
crossed from their chosen arts to others in which 
they were comparatively unskilled, in order to 
express their love.  
 
The incident of Moses striking the rock, used in 
One Word More, Browning drew from Exodus 17, 
and Numbers 20. Jethro’s daughter, “white and 
wifely,” was Moses’ wife Zipporah, to be met in  
 
Where the poet sees himself stained by life, in the 
presence of the pure white nymph of the moon.  
 
To admirers of the Browning’s One Word More is 
the one of the most valued of all Browning’s poems. 
 
  
 
 
The Browning Circle  
 
Was one of the most celebrated Home Circles of 
the 19th century organized by Medium D.D. 
Home for poets Robert and Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. The Séance convinced Elizabeth of 
the truth of Spiritualism, but it provoked Robert, a 
nonbeliever, to write a scathing poem ridiculing 
the practice; Sludge the Medium. 
To host the man Elizabeth Browning called the 
most interesting person in England that year was 
quite a coup. 
 
 
Once the circle was smaller, table tapping and 
tilting resumed, perilously threatening the oil 
lamp, which stayed on the table as if glued. Wat’s 
spirit again touched the Rymers, then Elizabeth 
table and admitted his mystification at the 
movements. Next, by rapping, the spirit offered to  

https://occult-world.com/daniel-dunglas-home/
https://occult-world.com/daniel-dunglas-home/
https://occult-world.com/seance/
https://occult-world.com/spiritualism/
https://occult-world.com/rapping/
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“Ah, but a man's reach should 
exceed his grasp, 
Or what's a heaven for?” 
― Robert Browning 

 
The New York Browning Society, Inc. Dues and Donation Form 

Make checks payable to: New York Browning Society 
Mail checks to James Kepple, President 

227 West 149th Street, #6F; New York, NY 10039 
 

 
 
 
Enclosed is my check for:    Regular ($25) Patron ($50)   
 
2023-2024 dues     __________  __________ 
 
Additional Donation                          __________  __________ 
 
Total       $_________  $_________ 
 
To ensure that our records are correct, please complete the following: 
 
Name 
 _______________________________________________________   
 
Address  
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone(s)     __Home____________________________Mobile__________________ 
 
E-mail   _______________________________________________________  
 
Check here if you wish to be removed from our mailing list.    _________ 
Comments and suggestions? 

 
 
 
 


